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Lied by Eugene 
Bozza

• Hickey's Music- Grade 3 / 
Early Intermediate

• UIL- Class 2 Solo
• J.W. Pepper- Medium 



Music Evaluations in Classical Music

Hickey's Music 
Center

J.W. Pepper Hal Leonard Carl Fischer

• Numerical 
ranking: 1-7

• Written Qualifiers
• Evaluated on 

musical elements 
by Hickey's Staff

• "Guidelines", not 
set in stone

• Term ranking: 
Easy-Difficult

• Paired with 
age/ability range

• Own guidelines, 
not publishers

• Numerical 
ranking: 1-6

• Written qualifiers
• No specific 

guidelines for solo 
music 

• Numerical ranking: 
1-5

• No breakdown of 
guidelines

• "Submission 
Guidelines" for 
ensemble works



State Solo Repertoire Lists

UIL (Texas) Florida Iowa Arkansas

• Numerical rating: 
1-3

• Selected by 
committee

• Provides list of 
works

• Numerical rating: 
1-7 

• Selected by a 
committee

• Provides list of 
works

• No recommended 
lists or grade levels 

• Only Grade III and IV 
pieces are listed on 
recommended list 



Difficulty 
Assessment 
Rubric for
Trumpet
Solos

• 1-Beginner
• 2-Developing
• 3-Moderate
• 4-Intermediate
• 5-Advanced
• 6-Virtuosic



DARTS Elements
• Meter
• Note Values and Rhythm
• Equipment
• Key Signature
• Dynamics
• Piano Scoring
• Tempo

• Length
• Endurance
• Range
• Flexibility
• Melodic Contour
• Ornaments
• Articulation
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1 Ratings 6 Ratings

Establishing the Ratings 

• Based on skills taught in 
Beginning band and 
trumpet method books

• Books included Essential 
Elements, Measures of 
Success, and more 

• Based on compositional 
trends contained in 
widely agreed "difficult" 
pieces

• Trends include angular 
writing, multiple 
tonguing, and 
unaccompanied playing





• Grades 2-5 are hardest to 
distinguish

• Frequency of skill is major factor 
in score

• Length, Articulation, Melodic 
Contour, and equipment have 
steep rating curves

Defining 
the Bell 
Curve



Composite Score Ranges



Teachers & 
Students

1

Performers

2

Our Music 
Community

3

Impact of DARTS



Questions?


